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 JUDY KERN 

 MISSION STATEMENT      The Christ Child Society of Pittsburgh is a non-profit  Catholic association of lay 

volunteers embracing members of all denominations, expressing its members’ love of the Christ Child through service to 

God’s children regardless of race, color or creed. 

 
 

The National Christ Child Convention 2022  
 
Our President’s Report. . . .  
Greetings! I had the pleasant opportunity to go to Tucson, Arizona for the 
2022 NCSS conference and was accompanied by our member Mary Ann 
Gonot, corresponding secretary to represent our CCS chapter. We experi-
enced camaraderie with approximately 100 members from chapters all over 
the United States. 
 

We had the honor of being there as the NCCS president,  Angie Schneider, was 

installed, coincidentally in her own chapter’s city. At the welcome reception 

we were presented with a certificate celebrating our thirty year membership. 

We had the privilege of meeting with our liaison, Margaret Strong from the 

Summit, New Jersey chapter. 

 The many chapters there displayed a layette, as we did as well. It was inspiring 

to see all of the different layettes. These were blessed at the closing mass pre-

sided over by Bishop Wisenburger and sent off to Tucson facilities to distribute 

to those in need. 

It was highlighted and updated on the status of how our founder Mary Virginia 

Merrick’s Commission investigation was completed and submitted to the     

Tribunal of the Archdiocese for the next step to Rome for her canonization.  

The programs’ and speakers’ themes on leadership development and commu-

nication among the members, were well attended. Membership was a major 

topic which will be our focus in our future meetings. It was strongly recom-

mended that chapters cannot stay stagnant and need to plan to improve their 

membership. 

NCSS conferences are not only enjoyable but informational, providing differ-

ent perspectives on our mission as CCS members. Mark your calendar for the 

regional conference September 29 and 30, 2023 in Maryland. 

                                                                                                       Pam Diulus 
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CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY OF PITTSBURGH 

GENERAL MEETING - MINUTES 
AUGUST 11, 2022 

 

The meeting began with the recitation of the Christ Child prayer.   
Minutes from the Zoom meeting in April were read by Mary Ann Gonot.                         

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

• The Treasurer’s report was given by Marlene MacDonald.  There was $23,142 at the end of March 2022.  Copies 
of the Treasurer’s report for July 2022 were distributed to all members present.  The beginning balance for July 
was $24,508.81.  Disbursements totaled $127.81, and total deposits were $195.00.  The ending balance for July 
was $24,576.00. 

• Total income from  Red Wagon  2021 was $18,720.00 including a $1,000.00 donation from Paul Saville, with 
$8,846 in expenses, leaving a profit of $9,873.00. 

 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Mary Ann Gonot reported that there were $500.00 in memorials, mostly from the McCabe family.   
It was noted that Gretchen Coyne’s husband and Ann Hart’s husband have recently passed away. 
 

ANGELS’ CLOSET 
Molly Kelley thanked everyone for their donations.  She is concerned that many of the families we serve may not be 
vaccinated.  We can wear masks and ask the children to wear them also.  She is anticipating beginning the closet 
with one Thursday in November.  We will have distribution on three Saturdays.   
 

NEWSLETTER 
• Judy Kern reported that she is working on the new member book and will need information from Patti Smith.  

She will send drafts to Patti and to Pam Diulus for their review.  Judy noted that the newsletter has not been pub-
lished for a while.   She is planning to publish in late September or early October.  Please let her know of any 
news.  Beginning 2022, she anticipates the newsletter to be published three times a year. 

• Judy asked that the minutes be prepared as soon as possible after the meeting so that they can be distributed to 
members in a timely fashion.  Suzette Venturini will send the minutes to Pam Diulus for review and Pam will send 
them to all members.  Janet Mascaro will put the minutes on the website.  Janet includes the newsletter, 
minutes, and dates to remember on the website. 

  
• Janet Mascaro noted that it is a good idea to have a schedule of meetings.  It was decided to have a meeting every 

other month on the third Thursday of the month.  Therefore, upcoming meetings will take place in October 2022, 
December 7, 2022 (which is the Christmas party), February 2023, April 2023, and June 2023.                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                      
                     LAYETTES     

• Twenty layettes were delivered to Genesis in April.  A picture of what is in the layettes has been sent to Nation-
al.  Pam Diulus will take 25 layettes to Mary’s Place in Brookline.  She will also contact hospitals to determine 
their needs.    

• Janet Mascaro reported that the lady who was knitting in Zelienople has passed on.  There is no one left in Zel-
ienople to knit.  Janet has brought in two bags of the knitted blankets, which Carolyn Green picked up.  It was 
discussed that we could perhaps offer swaddler blankets rather than the knitted ones. Charlotte Collins has a 
woman in her neighborhood with a group who is knitting, and Charlotte is requesting additional money in her 
budget. She reported that approximately 100 layettes are distributed per year. 

•  Continued. . .  
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MEMBERSHIP 
• Patti Smith reported that there are 25 active and 12 sustaining members.  She has been unable to reach Connie 

Kunz, Mary Jane Diamantopulos (she will check with Mary Jo Kelly about Mary Jane), or Joan Driscoll (she will 
check with Joanne Herrmann about Joan).  Doris Delserone and Phyllis Dombrowski are no longer members.   

• Janet Mascaro reported that some chapters have ongoing projects throughout the year, and this is something 
that many members would like to see.  Stacy Doepken, (a new CC member) noted that she is successful in solic-
iting donations and would be happy to do so.  Janet noted that we have received donations of books.  There 
was also mention of donations that we received for Red Wagon.   

 

BACKPACKS FOR HUNGER 
• Gerri Orr indicated that she has an e-mail list to use when Lisa Boden opens up the program to other volun-

teers.  Donations can still be made to Lisa for their program.  The food bank is also involved.  There is also a 
program in the North Hills, but they are only letting a certain number of individuals work.  Shaler has a pro-
gram.  Donations can be made to them, but the packing is done elsewhere.  Gerri noted that we could start our 
own program, but it would be very labor intensive.  It would need to be done every week or every other week, 
which is why we previously decided to assist them rather than start our own program.  Stacy Doepken asked 
about collecting backpacks for school.  Pam Diulus suggested taking on a backpack drive in the spring.  We have 
sufficient funds to do so and to also support the food collection.  A motion was made by Janet Mascaro to con-
duct a backpack drive in the spring, seconded by Patti Smith, and approved by the members. 

 

WORLD YOUTH EMPOWERMENT 
• This is an after school program in Sharpsburg.  Joanne Herrmann is a regular volunteer.  Christ Child has donat-

ed funds and sweatshirts. 
 

PUBLICITY 
• We do not have a chair at this time, but we have a facebook page.  Former chair, Carole Gilardi, is now a sus-

taining member.   
 

LIAISON TO NCCS 
• Ellen O’Brien reported that we are part of a national network.  The national convention will take place this year 

in Arizona from September 15-17.  Tomorrow is the deadline for making a reservation at the hotel.  Ellen en-
couraged members to attend, as it is a rewarding experience.  Pam Diulus is considering attending. 

     

RED WAGON UPDATE 
• We had a date for the Red Wagon of November 19, 2022.   Since that date seems to be coming up too soon it 

was decided to host our event in 2023.  Janet Mascaro will contact the Field Club for dates for next spring and 
fall and will cancel the date of November 19.  Suzette Venturini has volunteered to chair the Red Wagon.  Gerri 
Orr indicated that she will handle the door prizes for the event. 

  
OTHER NEWS 
• Ellen O’Brien suggested writing a Christmas appeal letter which includes the costs to prepare layettes and to 

conduct the Angel’s Closet.  It can be sent around the time of Thanksgiving to all names on the Red Wagon list.  
A motion for this letter of appeal was made by Diane Donovan, seconded by Charlotte Collins, and approved by 
the membership. 

• The next meeting was scheduled for October 20, 2022.  At that time, Stacy Doepken will be installed as a new 
member of our Christ Child Society. 

• Requests for prayers were made by a number of the members and a prayer was recited by all present. 
• The meeting adjourned at 1:05 p.m. 
       Respectfully submitted, 
       Suzette Venturini,    Recording Secretary 
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ANGELS’CLOSET 2022 WILL OPEN ‘’IN PERSON’’ THIS FALL. . . . YAAAY!  
 

The following is our 2022 schedule:  
 

OPENING DAY :     OCT.   8TH SATURDAY— 10AM TO 3 PM  
           OCT. 15TH SATURDAY— 10AM TO 3PM  
                                  OCT. 20TH THURSDAY— NOON TO 4:15PM  
                                  OCT. 27TH THURSDAY— NOON TO 4:15 PM  
                                  NOV. 12TH SATURDAY— 10AM TO 3PM  
CLOSING DAY:        NOV. 17TH  THURSDAY— NOON TO 4:15  
 

Looking forward to keeping the children warm this winter! 
 

ANGEL’S CLOSET              … From Molly Kelley 

LAYETTES                                       … From Charlotte Collins  

 The National Christ Child Society gave our chapter  money to purchase books for our Layette bags.  We used this money to 
buy  Good Night Moon books.  
  

September 

Patti Smith 

Molly Kelley 

Jean Lombardi 

Carolyn Green 

 

November 

Ellen O’Brien 

Maria Kitay 

Pam Diulus 

Mary Jo Kelly         

December 

Marie Lowry 

Gretchen Coyne 

Mary Ann Gonot 

Pat Schimmel 

Please make note of our new CCS NEW PHONE NUMBER:  412-719-1066 

October 

Marlene MacDonald 
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         CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY OF PITTSBURGH  

DONATIONS, TRIBUTES AND MEMORIALS  FORM 

This form is also available on our website:     www.christchildsocietyofpittsburgh.org   
 

 ____IN HONOR OF *           ____IN MEMORY OF *             ____IN THANKSGIVING FOR *     

 ____OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)__________________________________________ 
 

* NAME       _______________________________________________________ 

Address        _______________________________________________________ 

                      _______________________________________________________ 

Donation of:   $50.00_____       $25.00 _____        $10.00_____       Other $_____     
 

DONATION  FROM:      Name __________________________________________ 
 

Please send an acknowledgement of my gift to: 

Name       ______________________________________________________ 

Address    ______________________________________________________ 

                    ____________________________________________________________ 

Please enclose this form and  

your check payable to  

“Christ Child Society of Pittsburgh”  

and mail to: 

Marlene MacDonald 

642 Pennridge Road 

Pittsburgh, PA    15211 

Christ Child Society of Pittsburgh is  

a 501(c)3 (non-profit) organiza-

tion. Your donation qualifies as  

a charitable deduction. 

 
     
      FROM: 
      Charities Aid Foundation America 
      St. Mathew Parish Christian Mother’s Guild 

ACH- United Way of Southwest PA 
Corp ACH-United Way of Columbus Ohio 

                Patricia and Kathryn Schimmel 
     National Christ Child Society 
            

IN MEMORY OF: 
             Jeanne Brown   Jerry McCabe                                            

   Will Kunz    Jerry McCabe 
   Robert Dunkelman  Jerry McCabe  
   Cecilia McCabe   James and Gretchen Coyne 
   Cecilia McCabe   Mary Jo Kelly 

   Cecilia McCabe   Mary Jane Diamantopulos 
   Cecilia McCabe   Mary McCormick 
   Frances Galardi   Jerry McCabe and Family 

   Margaret Gasbarro  Jerry McCabe and Family 
    Dr. Neil J. Hart                      Ann D. Hart  

 
** The donation listed in the December 2021 Christ Child Newsletter from  
      Paul and Linda Saville was given  IN MEMORY OF ALTHEA SAVILLE.  



 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 11324 
Pittsburgh, PA    15238-1324 

www.christchildsocietyofpittsburgh.org 

 

NOTEWORTHY: 
• Please remember to.  .  . note our new phone number (412-719-1066)                                                                                         

                              .  .  . mark your 2023 calendar for our  Red Wagon Luncheon ~ April 29, 2023                         

                            .  .  . check our website  www.christchildsocietyofpittsburgh.org  for news and updates,          

                                               including General Meeting minutes and newsletters             

                  .  .  . follow us on Facebook  

• We are currently updating our CCS Members’ Handbook.  The  information submitted on the 2022-23  
        membership renewal forms will be used for the updates.  If you have additional updates, please contact Judy Kern.   
         We anticipate the new 2022 Membership Directory will  be available in late October/early November. 
 

• The next scheduled publication of the CCS newsletter will be in January, 2023.  Please MARK YOUR CALENDAR and submit 
all information for this newsletter to Judy Kern by Friday, January 6.  

  

  
  

CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY OF PITTSBURGH    
   

  October 20, 2022  11:00 AM  General Meeting 
  December 7, 2022  11:30 AM  CCS Christmas Luncheon 
  February 16, 2023                     11:00 AM  General Meeting 
  April 29, 2023   Red Wagon Luncheon     (Pittsburgh Field Club) 

   June 15, 2023                            11:00 AM  General Meeting 
               Committees and Board of Directors will meet on an as needed basis. 


